
Option Types and Options 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Most items in the UMSS will have at least 1 option type.  Examples of Option Types are: 
  

¶ Color  

¶ Size  

¶ Fit  

¶ Length 

¶ etc. 

 
Option Types VS. Options:  OPTION TYPES are like a bucket in which OPTIONS can be kept. 
 

  

 
 
 

ADDING OPTION TYPES 
 

To add an Option Type, click the "Add" button under Options. 
  



 
  
Add an Option Type Name and an Admin Option Type Name. 
  

The purpose of having these 2 names is for being able to distinguish two similarly named 
Option Types in the Admin side of the system.  For example, there may be an Option Type 
made of solid colors, so there may very well be an Option type made of patterns.  However, 
on the public side of the site the name you want the site visitor to see associated with both of 
these Option Types is "Color". 
  
In order to keep the Option Types straight in the Admin side of the UMSS, the Admin uses the 
Admin Option Type Name.  This way when you need to select from a list of Option Types it will 
always be obvious to the UMSS Administrator which Option Type is being referenced. 

  
  
Next select the Manufacturer that this Option Type is associated with. 

  

 
  
You save the Option Type by clicking the "Add Option" button. 
 
 

ADDING OPTIONS 
 
To add Options to Option Types, click the Edit button under Options on the Dashboard. 

  



 
  
This is an example set of Option Types for the "In Store" manufacturer. 
  
To add options to an Option Type, click on the Option Type name. 
  
This takes you to the Option Type form: 

  

 
  
On this form click the "Options" button at the top of the form. 

  
  



 
  
This is where you can add the Option name and associate a specific Sort Order for the Options 
if you do not want them to sort alphanumerically. 
  
The first 5 lines of each of these forms (the lines that do not have a check box in the 'Select' 
column) are ADD columns.  If you add a new Option by filling in the Name field and clicking the 
'Update' button, the option will be created and 5 additional lines will be available on the form for 
adding additional options.  You can only add 5 items at a time, but you can add as many items 
as you need by updating the form and adding an additional set of 5 options. 
  

¶ ADD Options:  To add a new option type the name of the option into the text box in the Name 

column and click update. 

¶ EDIT Options: Modify the option name or sort order and click the "Update" button. 

¶ DELETE Options:  Place a check in the Checkbox next to those options you need to delete and 

then click the "Delete" button. 

  

SORT ORDERS 
 
Insert about sort order of Option Types and how it affects the appearance of Option Types in the 
Single Line, Table and Matrix Product Views. 
 
 

COLOR SWATCHES 
  
When adding color options you can easily add swatches that will show up on the store side of 
the system provided that the templates and page elements are set up to show swatches. 
  



The size of the swatches tends to differ slightly from manufacturer to manufacturer when getting 
the swathces from them or their web sites. 
  
The default size used by UniformMarket is 60x60 pixels. 
  
Swatch images are loaded using the standard UMSS Image Loading Tool. 

  

 
  
You can load 2 sizes of swatches by default.   
  

¶ Local allows you to load from you local drive,  

¶ Online lets you point to an image on the web using an absolute URL such as 

"http://www.uniformmarket.com/image.jpg". 

¶ Shared allows you to select a swatch from the UniformMarket Product Library (UMPL) provided 

that the Manufacturer Code used for the manufacturer matches that used by the UMPL. 

  



SHOWING SWATCHES 
 

SHOWING SWATCHES ON CATEGORY LANDING PAGES: 

 

 
 
For products that have color options for which there are swatches loaded, the images shown on 
the Category Landing page will have the “Available Colors” roll-over link available.  When the 
cursor rolls over the link there is a pop up of the available color swatches.  If there are more 
than 9 colors, ther is a message indicating that there are more colors available. 
 
 
  



SHOWING SWATCHES ON PRODUCT DETAIL PAGES: 

 
 

 
 
For products that have color options for which there are swatches loaded, the images on the 
product detail page will have the swatches displayed on the page.  These swatches can be 
displayed horizxontally or vertically.  This is controlled by the variable:   
 
Name Description Possible Values 

session.showSwatchConfig Sets how to show swatches on the Product Detail 
Page 

Rows/ 
columns 

 
 
 

  



GLOBAL OPTION-BASED PRICE ADJUSTMENTS 
 
This is useful if there is a Price Adjustment that is made at the highest level.  Any price 
adjustment made at this level will be applied any time this option is attached to a product. 
  
 There is a per-product price adjustment feature in the SKU section of the Products where you 
can adjust the price of the product based on options.  This Option Price Adjustment should only 
be used if the option modifies the price in the same way on every product to which that option is 
attached.. 
   

 
 
  

¶ None:  make no adjustment 

¶ Replace: Use this price as the Total price for any product that contains this Option 

¶ $ Change: Modify the price by a specific amount (positive numbers increase price,  negative 

numbers will decrease the price). 

¶ % Change: Modify the price by a specific percentage. 

  

GLOBAL OPTION-BASED WEIGHT ADJUSTMENTS 
 
This works the same as the Global Option-based Price Adjustments.  
 


